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Fig. 1 Route of the Long March of the Chinese workers’” and peasants’ Red Army
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Fig.2 Nuclear density distribution of cultural relics in the Long March
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Tab.2  Grid dimension calculation data of the cultural relics protection units in the Long March
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Fig.3  Grid dimension double logarithm scatter diagram of cultural relics protection units in the Long March

(a) capacity dimension; (b) information dimension
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Fig.4 Spatial distribution of the cultural relics protection units in the Long March:

(a) provincial distribution; (b) regional distribution
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Fig.5 Spatial distribution pattern of the Long March cultural relics protection units at the municipal level
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(a) distribution of central cities; (b) fitting curve
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Spatial Distribution of Red Cultural Heritage and
High-Quality Tourism Development along the Long March

WANG Zhaofeng, LI Qin

( College of Tourism, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The areas along the Long March of the Red Army of the Communist Party of China consist of several belt
regions in southeastern China, where they are relatively poverty-stricken. The cultural heritage resources to be
produced during the heroic undertaking of the Long March can be extensively exploited to develop red tourism,
which has been recognized as a principal way to enable a strong economic connection between developing and
developed regions, to alleviate poverty, and to revitalize the rural areas. Previous research on the cultural heritage
of the Long March rarely examined its spatial distribution and lacked quantitative comments on the influencing
factors of the spatial differentiation of high-quality tourist attractions in the context of the Long March. Therefore, it
has not facilitated the full protection, development, and utilization of the red cultural heritage along the Long
March. This study selected the national, provincial, and municipal cultural relics protection units directly related to
the Long March as research samples and compared each cultural relics protection unit of the Long March with the
list of A-level scenic spots. A GIS spatial analytical method was used to explore the spatial distribution
characteristics of the cultural relics protection units of the Long March. The driving factors of spatial differentiation
of the high-quality tourist attractions of the Long March were identified using a stepwise regression analysis. The
results include the following: (1) The protection units of the Long March cultural relics were clustered in space.
The core density areas included southeast Guizhou, western Hunan, Sichuan and Guizhou, and northern Shaanxi,
and the spatial distribution was concentrated along geographical belt areas, such as Dalou Mountain, Jiajin
Mountain, Wujiang River, Chishui River and Dadu River. (2) There was a large gap between the number of
provinces and cities and the cultural relics protection units at the provincial level. These units were primarily
concentrated in Guizhou, Sichuan, Hunan, Shaanxi, and Gansu Provinces. At the municipal level, prefecture-
level cities that only accounted for 6. 18% of the prefecture-level units (the top 10 prefecture-level cities) had 52.
47% of the total number of regional long-term cultural relics protection units. (3) Currently, only 49 of 791
cultural relics protection units were high-quality tourist attractions. On the city scale, the results of the stepwise
regression analysis showed that the heritage and natural resources, traffic conditions, and related policies of the
Long March were the strong force factors that affected the spatial differentiation of high-quality tourist attractions on
the Long March. This study can provide a reference to protect the cultural heritage of the Long March and spatially

optimize the high-quality tourist attractions of the Long March.
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