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Impacts of Human Activities on Soil Erosion in the
Lower Jinsha River Basin

LI Bing TANG Ya

( Department of Environment College of Architecture and Environment Sichuan University Chengdu 610065 China)

Abstract: Occurrence and development process of soil erosion is affected by both natural and socio-economic fac—
tors. It is recognized that focusing exclusively on physical process only offers a partial interpretation of the causes of
soil erosion. Socio-economic factors and human activities play an important role in causing and reducing soil erosion
and should be fully incorporated in related research and extension programs. The lower Jinsha River Basin is char—
acterized by the highest soil erosion rate in the Yangtze Basin. Determined by its unique biophysical conditions the
lower Jinsha River Basin is vulnerable to serious soil erosion an environment problem recognized to be considerably
severe in this area. Human activities have caused more intensive soil erosion in the region. Vegetation destruction

agricultural activities on sloping cropland and infrastructure construction have been recognized as the main contribu—
ting factors. Gaps in knowledge and research are identified. The conclusion was made that more efforts should be
made on the formation mechanism and evolution of physical environment condition appropriate assessment of eco—
logical restoration projects feedback mechanism of farmer activities and policy and impact of infrastructure con—

struction on soil erosion.

Key words: soil erosion; soil and water conservation; the upper Yangtze River; ecological restoration; policy



