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Development of Species Functional Diversity and Its Measurement Methods

ZHANG Jintun, FAN Lihong

( College of Life Sciences, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China )

Abstract: Plant functional diversity in community is a key point in ecology s.tudy recently. The development of spe-

cies functional diversity was reviewed in the present work. Based on the former studies, a new definition for func-

tional diversity was put forward; the relationships between functional diversity and ecological process in ecosystems

was stated; the present quantitative methods for functional diversity analysis were introduced and evaluated; the

questions and problems in functional diversity studies were discussed; and the perspectives for functional diversity

research in the future were also discussed.
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