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Preim nary Study on M odenization and Cultural Tourisn Developm ent of
M ountainous Areas the Case of the Hilly Central Sichuan Basin
HUANG Xiaoging' >, LIL hua

(1. Institute of M ounitain H azards and Environm ent;, ChineseA cademy of Science & M inistry o Water Conservancy, Chengdu 610041, China;
2. Graduate University of ChineseA cadany of Sciences Beijing 100049 Chia )

Abstract Econamical globalizatbn accelerates the perpheral trends of m ountainous areas while it provides devel
opment opporunities for the places of full culural resources through such a fact that the grow th of cultural ndustry
or cultural tourisn is speedy increased nworldwide. This article discusses the lnkage of culural tourisn to areas
modemization progress n case of the Central Sichuan Basin surmunded by mountanous areas filled w ith redd ish
hilly rocks and populated w ith high density n southwest China. The modemization level of the example area falls
still in the nitial stage of the I irstM odemization based on the detail qualitative and quan titatve assessnentw ith the
M odem izatbn Theory— gwen the standard and methods n this paper though the ncreasing ofGDP n study areas
has been mamntained in very h igher speed of 14. 8 percents per year n past decadew ith the rapid grow th ofChna e
conany. Inmountain areas abundance cultural tourisn resources exists and its deve bpm ent gets hgher prority
position than the other sub type ofmountan tourisn, which ismuchmore easily seen inmountainous areas of higher
density popu latbns contrasting to that of low er density populations. A lthough there are more than 20 years' h story
of culural tourisn devebpm ent the study areas’ culural tourim hasn’ t approached to the © good’ state as it is
evidenced in developed society the upscale characters of cultural tourists haven’ t been unc karly showed in relatve
remote study areas they are mainly canposed of local resdents and the developm ent stage of cultural tourisn has
been still kept n the Exp bre Stage of Butler’ s Life Cycle Theory canparng w ith the D evelopment Stage of other
tourist destmatbns n the Sichuan Province. A lthough its positive driven roles have been hardly recognized n this
research, the effect of culural tourism on the localmodem ization development is very Im ited. The lacks of undes
standing culural tourign is possbly one of the most mportant reasons butsane threats and challenges fran globat
ization to the cultural tourism devebpm ent have been deeply gnored by levels of governm entsw ith sane so— called
yearning opportun ities but d ifficu It to accamp lish. Thus sane strategies to sole these problen s related to gbbaliza-
ton on the culural tourisn development of the study areas have been suggested n the last part of this paper such as

mpwoving accessibility deve bping transport tourisn, devebping tourisn n the centre of city and so on.

Key words modemization  cultural tourign developmeni mountainous areas the central Sichuan hilly basn



