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On Influences of Qinghai-Tibet Railway on Tourism Industry

of Tibet Autonomous Region, China

LI Lihua,HE Yucheng
(Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences & Ministry of Water Conservancy, Chengdu 610041 ,China)

Abstract;: The 1*July, 2006 was the historical date for Tibet A. R. because the Train from Beijing would be firstly
passed through the Qinghai-Tibet Railway-constructed since 2001. That implies that a newly epoch of Tibetan
tourism development is coming. In perspective of exploring the dynamic modes of tourism development in the sparse
and peripheral Tibet, positive influences of Qinghai-Tibet Railway on Tibetan tourism has simply been summarized
in 5 aspects: 1) Great improving and upgrading of accessibility with the railway-oriented linkage of Tibet A. R. as
host destination directly to tourist sources and efficiently combination of railway, motorway and air transport; 2)
Readjusting of spatial distribution of tourism activities to the polarized population centers in all levels of cities,
towns, villages and settlements and the areas alongside railway and highways; 3) The rapid innovation of tourist
products induced by appearing of railway-oriented sightseeing tourism on Qinghai-Tibet Plateau with more than
4 000 m. a. s. 1. with the combination of the modern amusing equipments and pristine circumstances; 4) Establis-
hing of new image of Tibet tourism with the convergence of the Hollywood-popularized Shangri-la image and railway-
induced modemity image; 5) Enlarging business space of Tibet tourism through increasing of the doubled scales po-
tentials and mitigating of seasonality to provide more cooperating possibilities and more investment opportunities.
Meanwhile three major challenges of Tibetan tourism oriented by Qinghai-Tibet Railway have been pointed out as:
1) How to keep in stronger rallying point of new image of Tibetan tourism as that before railway appearance. 2)
How to upgrade the matching and trade-off of tourism produce processes with high efficiency and good benefits. 3)
How to prevent and conserve the natural ecology and social culture in facing to the rapidly increasing tourist num-
bers. Then in the end of this paper four strategic principles for sustainable tourism development have been proposed
such as relative clustering development principle, suitable scaling development principle, government-dominated

development principle and scientific protective and conserving development principle.

Key words: Qinghai-Tibet Railway; tourism; influence; peripheral areas; Tibet A. R.



