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A Discussion on Concept Definition and Academic Value of
Ecological Defence

WANG Yukuan', SUN Xuefeng®, DENG Yulin’, PENG Peihao®, FAN Jianrong'
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Abstract: The concept of © Ecological Defence’ is from the ecological construction practices in China. It is not a
serious academic term, but covered frequently in the Chimes media in recent year. Many provincial governments
and local governments in china has taken ¢ Ecological Defence’ construction as one of their economic and social
development strategies. However what does it mean? How people reconstruct an’ Ecological Defence’ ? These
questions have not been clearly answered yet. At least it has not gotten an agreed understanding in academic ci-
cle.

According to its initial mean, the ¢ Ecological Defence’ construction is an ecosystem reconstruction at a
large scale, fairly different from the traditional ecological construction such as planting trees, planting grass and
terracing slope land in small watershed which Chinese government taken in recent decades. It is humongous to
that of “ Ecosystem Restoration” or” Restoration of Protective Ecosystem Functions” reported m English coun
try. Based on analyzing its background of theory and practices, as well as another peoples’ works on it, this pa
per presents a definition on ‘ Ecological Defence’ as follow ing.

The’ Ecological Defence’ means a complex ecosystem located in a key part of certain area, which can well
meet the ecological requirements of human beings living in its functioning area. In this definition, author point
out three aspects mean: (D an ecological defence is a complex ecosystem, not a simple ecosystem. It may have
different kind of natural ecosystem and artificial ecosystem or economic ecosystem; @ It must be located in a key
area w hich can provide ecological protection for people living in its functioning region; 3 It should be a health e
cosystem and have certain functions which can meet the ecological requirement of human beings.

In author s point of view, raising of concept of ecological defence undoubtedly enriched the content of e
cosystem ecology and restoration ecology, and put forward a new requirement in scaling evaluation of ecosystem

functions. To social practice, it points out clearly an arm and direction for ecological construction practice.
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