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Comprehensive Regionalization of the Conversion of Farmland
to Forests in China

LI Shidong"?, ZHAT Hongbo'
(1. State Forestry Administration, 100714, P. R. China; 2 Beyjing Forestry University, 100083, P. R. China)

Abstract: The Conversion of Farmland to Forests Programme ( CFF) includes vast areas with natural, social and
economic conditions that are extremely complicated. CFF relies on support of comprehensive regionalization. The
study covers the entire programme area of CFF(25 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities, 1, 897
counties or county-level cities and districts), and uses methods of M atlab, AHP, HCM and others. Based on over
60, 000 original data from science and economics, the comprehensive regionalization was studied. The study
methods are mainly quantitative, properly combined with qualitative ones. For higher hierarchy regions, the
analysis methods are from top to bottom, combined quantity with quality. For lower hierarchy, the quantitative
methods are adopted from bottom to top. A fourlevel hierarchy was proposed for CFF, i e., region, sub-re
gion, compartment and sub compartment. Accordingly, CFF comprises 4 regions, 12 subregions, 39 compart
ments, and 116 sub-compartments. The 4 regions are respectively regions of lower reaches of Yellow River and
north and northeast of China, the region of middle and lower reaches of Y antze River and south of China, of up-
per reaches of Yantze River and southwest of China, and of upper and middle reaches of Yellow River and north
west of China. The 12 sub-regions are respectively the mountain and sandland subregion in northeast China, the
sandland and plain subregion around Beijing and Tianjin, the mountain and hills subregion in Sichuar
Chongqing-H ubet+ Hunan, the lower mountain and hills subregion in the middle and lower reaches of Yangtze
River, the plateau subregion of Yunnar Guizhou, the mountain and hills subregion of Hainar Guangxi, the high
mountain and deep valley subregion in southwest China, the plateau subregion of Qingzang, the Loess Plateau
subregion, the arid and desert subregion in Xinjiang, the plateau subregion in the source of Yellow River, and

the desert subregion in Gansu and Inner M ongolia Plateau.

Key words: conversion of farmland to forests; comprehensive regionalization; China



