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Table 1  Population and ethnic groups on the supper Minjiang River
Tibetan Qiang Hui Han Others
County Population % % % % %
No. No No. No. No.
108671 18806 17.3 32890  30.3 1300 1.2 55219 50. 8 456 0.4
Wenchuan
100245 1978 1.9 89553 89. 3 2035 2.0 6628 6. 6 51 0.1
Maoxian
67266 26326  39.1 5615 83 9568 14.2 25724 38.2 33 0.1
Songpan
56181 51367 91. 4 439 0.8 64 0.1 4301 7.1 10 0.0
Heshui
42580 20259  47.6 13643 32.0 180 0.4 8445 19. 8 53 0.1
Lixian
374943 118736 31.7 142140 37.9 13147 3.5 100317  26.7 603 0.2
Total
2 2
[21]
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Acculturation and Diversity of Ethnic Cultures on the Upper Minjiang River

WU Ning, YAN Zhaoli, LUO Peng, and LIU Jian
( Chengdu Institute of Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chengdu 610041 China)

Abstract The region on the upper Minjiang River is not only an important ecotone in China because of
its situation in between the traditional pastoral area to the west and the farming area to the east, but also
a signif icant migration “corridor” and the transitional belt of ethnic groups in history. This region isa’
hotspot’ of biodiversity conservation in the world which has attracted the attentions of experts at home
and abroad, but the studies on cultural diversity, which has been identified as the same meaningf ul issue
as biodiversity by the world— wide elite, are just at a preliminary stage. After reviewing acculturation
concept and research history briefly, this paper analyzed the acculturation of ethnic cultures on the up-
per Miniiang River following the clues of migration of ethnic groups in history, such as Qiang, Tibetan,
Hui and Han. Having been identified as a driving force contributing to the formation of cultural diversi
ty, the effects of acculturation on the occurrence of cultural diversity and its mechanism in this region
have been explored. Finally, the relationship between the geographic distribution of ethnic groups and
the acculturation has been studied in this paper, and the linkage between the geographic distribution and

ecological conditions and/ or the traditions of ethnic groups has been explained.
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