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Fg.1 Ecological avareness in the layout of Dai villages
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Fig.2

Image of Shibao Village, Zhouxian Township Chongqing City
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Fig. 3 The relations of villages landscape and distance in Hangcheng Region Shannxi
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Fig. 4 Strengthening the overall desgn of mountainous villages
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Preliminary Analysis on Settlement Space of
Mountainous Villages in China

XU Jian
(Department of Earth Science, Yunnan University , Kunming 650091 China)

Abstract: Many traditional and individualizing villages that are of wide distribution in China are known as “the pearls of
traditional culture” and “ the folk-collected national treasures”, and the settlement environment with high-leveled man-
nature harmonies, which is much edifying for people to study the settlement environment and that of the culture, has
attracted more attention of the world gradually. Mountainous villages have obvious space characters and clear images
because of the special terrain where they awe located. Location, distribution, prospect, construction or whatever of the
landscape are all presenting vivid space pwjection and exterior view that make up the landscape of village culture full of
historic and cultural value. To study the settlement space system of Chinese mountainous villages is not only the
requirement of the study on rural culture but also the demand of city planning, tour planning and modern touring culture
of villages. Nowadays, especially when the traditional villages are facing sharp destruction, it is of great necessity to
advocate preserving and studying traditional villages. Beginning with rural architecture, local culture and landscape
resources, this article discusses the formation and the distribution of the environmental space, the life space and spiritual
space of Chinese mountainous villages and presents some themes: categorizing Chinese mountainous villages; expatiating
on the planning thought of Chinese traditional village system; studying the multi-dimension picture of mountainous village
and to find out the profound cultural connotation hiding in the landscape; completing the measures to preserve the historic
and cultural villages, etc. We hope that the study of mountainous village landscape and culture could wntribute to the

theories for the sustainable development of our wuntry.
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