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Environmental Effects of Ecotourism in
Bita Lake Natural Reserve, Northwestern Yunnan

YANG Gui-hua', WEN Chuan-hao?, and WANG Yue-hua®
(1. Department of Tourism Management, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091; 2. Department of Environment Science, Yunnan
University, Kunming 650091; 3. Department of Biology, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091 )

Abstract: In April and August, 1999, environmental quality of eco — tourism scenic region in Bita Lake Natural Reserve
The results showed that
bacteria, colon bacillus and BODs indexes of ground-water and bacteria NO3-N indexes of underground-water were

was monitored, which included atmosphere, noise, ground-water and underground-water.

effected substantially by eco-tourism activities. Among the indexes, colon bacillus index had almost come to the national
class II standard of water quality. Other indexes of environmental quality accorded with or lowered the national class I
standard, and some indexes such as environmental noise, SO,,NO,, TSP were improved. At the same time, the paper
suggested that long — term environmental monitoring places and comprehensive index system of tourism environmental
captivity be set up in nature reserves, and that mechanism of community taking part in and fund raising be enforced for
sustainable development of eco-tourism in nature reserves in China.

Key words: Bita lake; Natural Reserve; ecotourism; environmental monitoring



