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An Approach on Constructing Ecological Defence
of the Upper Reacheses of the Yangtze River Basin

Chen Guo-jie
(Chengdu Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, ~Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chengdu 610041 China)

Abstract: What cnstructing the ecological defence in the upper Reaches of the Yangize Basin is not only one of important
strategical contents and goals of Western development, but also a significant part of ecological system of national security.
But what is the exact definition of ecological defence ? What is its goal, evaluation system and standard ? All of them are
not given a scientific answer untill now. The instances that political slogans substitute for scientific decision ~ making
often appeared.

At present, it exists several misunderstandings for constructing the ewlogical defence of the upper Reaches of the
Yangtze Basin: (1) misunderstand ” Landscape beautiful” equates the success of ewlogical defence construction. The
regions of karst would have been succeeded eatlier if according to this understanding. (2)that the percentage of forest
cover is over 40%4 indicats building up ecological defence. This grasp ignores their complication and diversity of
ecological system. (3)the thinking that ecological defence construction means to deduce silt depositing in the Three
Gorges, Reservoir and prevent flood happening like that in 1998, is a narow ~minded and falling, in practice. (4)many
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regional plannings of ecological defence said that they would get primaty success in 5 years, get big success in 10 years
and get full success in 30 years. They understimate the difficulties for constucting ecological defence. (5)no hazards and
eternal security when ecological defence constructs completion, it lacks to understand the complecation of natural change
pwocess and the relation between man and the earth.

For constructing ecological defence of the upper Reaches of the Yangtze Basin better, firstly we should make sure
the goal, evaluation system and stardand of the construction. And follow this, we should give a systemic and overall
ecological regionalization and a ecological construction planning for the upper Reaches, divide Various regions of
ecological types and dearly and fully express its role, function and construction stardand in ecological defence of the
upper Reaches. It would keep in mind to take the measures suitable to local conditions, against uniformity imposed. So
it is nacessary to insist on a systemic, integrated and overall viewpoint for opposing separationists between different
regions and between different departments. We should set up the idea of long, hard and arduous struggle and fight against
boast and short ~seeing behavior. More important thing is do our best to set up a social and economic supporting system

and scientific administrating system for the cnstruction of ecological defence.

Key words: the upper reaches of the Yangize River, ecdogical defence, ecological regionalization, ecological planning



