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TERMINOLOGY IN DOBRIS FLOW RESEARCHES

LI Yong
(Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment. Chinese Academy of Sciences &

Ministry of Waster Conservancys Chengdu 61004 1)

Abstract. A good (i. e., well-established ) definition is essential for the growth of a
descipline, while the bad ones are usually mental blocks, as encoutered in the studies of debris
flow and the related phe nomena, where lumps an agglomeration of terms and phrases. Each
term, by which we think call itsown nature, actually involves, to some extent, various
occurrences that have been given different names. Sepecifically, natrues of flow, slide,
dope, and fall usually get entangled when we call some reccurrence debris flow or mudflow
or mudslide, and so on. These confusions in terminology may be as well viewed as a source

where a new systematic subject springs.

Kdy words: Debris flow; related phenomena; debris flow



