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PLANNING STRATEGY OF
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN CHINA

LI Li-hua
(Department of Geography, University of Lanzhou, Lanz hou 730001)

Abstract: Mass tourism in China is a rather recent activity, it commences in the early 1980’ s
Reform and Open Policy. Since then tourism planning in China began as a special planning
field however, in fact, it was mainly led by traditional Landscape Architecture, This
circumstance results in the following planning problems;

1) Un-consistence of various-level tourism planning results in that up-level tourism
planning can not be a guideline for the next-level tourism planning and development.

2) The outputs of tourism planning are limited in narrow provision components of
tourist activity, in lack of deep considerations of market, environment, social-culture aspects,
especially in view of an integrated regional sustainable development.

3) The organization of planners over-simply comes from, one discipline, as Landscape
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Architecture, lacks involvement and cooperation of tourism resource and culture heritage and
other related subjects and more lacks community involvement and participation in planning
process.

4) In planning explanation text, therefore, there is no the related thematic research,
and no completely comprehensive understanding of resource process, culture heritage value,
etc.

5) So, some ugly project and even destructive development take place from time to time,
and influence on the sustainable tourism development in China.

In this paper, based on the requirement of Sustainable tourism development defined by
Globe’ 90 tourism stream in Vancouver, Canada, the action strategy of tourism planning in
China is set four as follows:

1) Stimulating and encouraging to construct special tourism planning institute with
various forms, including national, social-associational, private-company, and profit or
nonprofit organization, and leading market competition system to open the tourism markets
and to manage them with quality license regulation for planning Institute and planners.

2) Chinese Tourism Administrative Office should prepare the term of reference for
tourism planning as quickly as possible for the laws and regulations of tourism, to make sure
the consistence of each level projects in technology and their easy practice by various-level
governments.

3) Training and upgrading the tourism planners to use integrated and sustainable
development approach, and to expand it to the publicity for their monitoring and supporting
through community involvement, training and propagation.

4) The urgent need is to formulate the various types and levels of regional tourism
planning in order to provide policy framework and guideline for next-level tourism planning

and development with the controlled manners.
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