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PRINCIPLES OF LANDSCAPE ECOLOGY IN
NEAR NATURAL TORRENT MANAGEMENT

GAO Jiatong' XIAO Bin®
! Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083
Northwest Forestry University, Shaanxi, Yangling 712100)

Abstract Torrent ecosystem is a basic unit for watershed management and watershed re-
search. Based on the research literatures from Alps region in last 20 years, this paper intro-
duced the concept, development and application of the near natural torrent management.
The relations betw een torrent and their near landscape are analyzed. The transport function,
living space function, self tleaning function of torrent in the landscape and their application

in watershed management is assessment and discussed.

Key words Torrent, torrent catchment basin, near natural torrent management, w atershed

management, landscape ecology



