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Abstract

In 1991 a Chinese-German Joint Expedition investigated on the degradation of vege-
tation and soil, as well as the recent dune formation caused by overgrazing in the upper
catchment area of the Huanghe River in the Zoigé Basin( Ruoergai Plateau). Sands of
ancient dunes, sand fields and sandy loess are remobilised and increased where the
ground surface was hummocky and undulated. After all overgrazing by big herds was
due to population growth and liberal policy after the culture revolution. Because of dif-—
ferent indication of the arid winter halfyear with monthly precipitation below 15mm and
the strong northwesterly storms the term (mountain) desertification can be used. By
means of a controlled classification of a Landsat TM scenery different landscape units in—
cluding dunes and degraded areas could be registered- After a first analysis of test area
of 944km’ about 30% of the pastural grounds were classified as spare (degraded) mead—
ow vegetation and were endangered by the desertification processes. Not only the meth-
ods to 3 dunes in order to resist desertification are necessary, but also reduction of the
life stock and controlled rotation of pastures. Beforehand it should be ensured that the

nomads accepted these necessary measures.
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