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Fig. 1 Distribution model of alpine meadow on the QinghaiXizang Plateau
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Fig-4 Calulated horizontal distri bution region of alpine meadow

Kobresia
161



?

) K . tibetica
, ) K. humilis
. , K. pygmaea

, C 1)

1 (4]

Table | Distribution of alpine meadow and the main types of plant com munity

L Rhododendron repens, Rh.lepidotum, Caltha sinogracilis,
4000~ 4400 Poly gonum viviparum, Bergenia purpurascens, Creman—
thodium phyllodineum , Primula genestieriana
4200~ 4800 Q@Zfe“g:’ ;ymgzlzZzaali;oggzyfngzzprz)ﬁcn:uapryllum
4800~ 5300 Kobresia pygmaea, K.humilis, Sabina pingii var. wilsonii
~ 5200 Kobresia py gmaea
5100~ 5300 Kobresia pygmaea, Festuar spp.
1 ) )
; . Sabina
pingii var- wilsonii )
; Festucag spp-
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ON THE LAYER-BELT OF ALPINE MEADOW
ON THE QINGHAFRXIZAN G PLATEAU

W ang Xiuhong
(Institute of Geography ,Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100101)

Abstract

The uplifting of Qinghai—Xizang Plateau leads to the occurrence of the unique atmo-
sphere circulation on the plateau proper and the formation of various climatic layer-belts
which are favorable to the relative alpine vegetation. Alpine meadow occurs where the
climatic layer-belt favorable to alpine meadow acts onits underlying surface. On various
altitudinal belts, the upper and lower limits of alpine meadow rightly indicate the upper
and lower limits of the aforesaid climatic layer-belt. The intersecting curve between the
upper and lower trend—-surface of alpine meadow shows the disappearing of al pine mead-
ow on altitudinal belts towards the northwest. Inside the intersecting curve between the
trend-surface of lower limit of alpine meadow and that of the plateau,s base surface is
the region where alpine meadow horizontally occurs. Alpine meadows both on altitudinal
and horizontal belts coexist in the mentioned climatic layer-belt. Towards the north-
west, alpine meadow differentiates as alpine shrub-meadow, typical alpine meadow and
alpine steppe-meadow parahorizmontally. Also, with the increase of the altitude in the lay—

er-belt, the variety of plants becomes simpler.
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