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ANALYSIS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONS IN THE
THREE GORGES AREA OF CHANGIJIANG RIVER

Yang Dingguo Chen Zhijian
(Institute of Mountain Hazards and Enrvironment,Chinese Academy of Sciences
& Ministry of Water Conservarcy Chengdu 610041)

Abstract

The three Gorges Area is one of important areas having large significance for waiting deve-
lopment in China due the most important location of economic geography. This area,including 30
counties or cities in 5 prefectures or municipalities of both Hubei and Sichaun Provinces,is located
between 105°56/—112°05'E and 28°09'—30°12'N. The total area is about 84 080km?. The con-
ditions of economic development in the Three Gorges Area are analyzed. The main results are
summarized as follows;

1. Obvious predominance of location. The Three Gorges Area is located in the central posi-
tion in China and the junction between the upper and middle-lower reaches of the Changjiang
River,as well as occupies the function location to form a connecting link between the east and the
west for the economic development in China.

2. Rich nature resources and large developed potentiality. There are rich resources of agricul-
ture, hydraulicpower, minerals and tourism etc. and a large potentiality of development in this
area.

3. Having the foundational conditions of economic development. The Three Gorges Area
takes the Changjiang River as a passageway in economy to have formed the traffic network in-
cluding shipping,highway ,railway and airway etc. as well as primarily provided the conditions of
energy resources. This area as the industrial corridor with cities along the Changjiang River
become a support for the economic development.

It can been obviously seen that the condition of economic development has been provided in
the Three Gorges Area. Therefore, it is very necessary to increase input from all industries and to

develop production.

Key words Three Gorges Area of the Changjiang River, economic development, founda-

tional condition, systematic analysis



