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EVOLUTION OF ECOLOGIC ENVIRONMENT IN
JINHUA-QUZHOU REGION,ZHEJIANG PROVINCE

(Department of Geography,Zhejiang Normal Universily)

Abstract

Jinhua-Quzhou Region is located in the middle-west of Zhejiang Province beiween 28°14'—
29°41’N and 118°01’—120°47’E, with an altitude of 23—1,452m. It has a land area of 2 X
10*km? more or less (occupying 1/5 of total area of whole Province), that of the mountain area
> 2/3. It is a monsoon climatic region of middle subtropical zone. The basic landform assem-
blage in the region is; plain—hill—low-middle mountain.

From the view of histarical geography, the evolutive stages of ecologic environment are as
following .

1) Before 7, 000a—13C, the climate was humid, and evergreen broad-leaved and deci=
duous-leaved mixed forest of subtropical zone was growing exuberant. In forest, there was herd
of elephents, rhinoceros and macaques, etc. Population increased from (10—20) X 10* in 7C to
(60—80) X 10* in 13C. The human activity expanded from plain to hill and from east to west.
There were irrigation works (every work could irrigate 13—20ha) in all villages during 10—
13C. The main crop was rise, an silk-knit trand and fishry were quite flourishing. The ecologic
environment presented better or primitive states.

2)14—19C, population increased from 200X 10* in 17C to 300X 10* in 19C. The human
éctivity had expanded to low-middle mountain. Besieds rise, maize and sweet potato were suc-
cessfully planted during 16— 17C. The forest was destroyed and the hills were getting bare so as-
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to cause flood, landslide, and water and soil loss, etc. The ecologic environment was clearly
worsening, but there were many bears and tigers in the mountainous region.

3)Since 20C, population has been nearly 650X 10*. Cultivated land area per capita Is about
0. 043ha. The area of bare hills and sparse woods is about 5,930km?. The heavy soll erosion
area is up to 3,3410km?. The rare wild animals has become extinct. The ecologic environment is
getting from bad to bad

Key words Zhejiang Province, Jinhua-Quzhou Region, ecologic environment, evolution,

historical geography
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