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SOME PROBLEMS OF KARST ON QINGHAI-XIZANG PLATEAU

Wang Fubao
(Departinent of Gev and Ocean Sciences , Nanjing University)

Abstract

1. There are “peak forest”with an altitude above 3,800m on Qinghai-Xiang Plateau, which -
formed under cryogenic weathering and gravity action of limestone. They belong to periglacial
karst and develop accompanied by stone peaks and debris slopes. Most of them have formed since
late Pleistocene,

2. Tertiary (especially early Tertiary )of Qinghai-Xizang Plateau, with tropic and subtropic
climate, is favourable to development of karst. And then crust strongly changed, so that karst
before Miocene was destroyed.

3. In this region, paleokarst is mainly represented by cave and its deposits. Caves were mostly
formed in middle Pleistocene,and a few of them in late Pleistocene (being at the edge of lake or
the back fringe of low terraces along the rivers).

4. Sinter has mainly formed in Holocene due to repidly changing of the karst springrin physi-

cal and chemical characters.

Key words Qinghai-Xizang Plateau, periglacial kasrst, paleokarst
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