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ON MORPHOLOGIC BOUNDARY OF THE SOUTH-
EASTERN QINGHAI-XIZANG PIATEAU AND DEVELOP-

MENT OF JINSHA RIVER SYSTEM

Wu Xihao
(Institute of Geomechanics, Chinese Academy of Geology)

Abstract

Based on the isolines of both the altitudes of summit planes and the

altitudes of the major river beds,the morphologic boundary of the southeastern

Qinghai-Xizang Plateau and some problems concerned have been studied
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and discussed in this paper, and then a few important knowlodges have been
acquired as follows; ‘

L. The isoline 4000m of the altitudes of the summit planes may- be
determined the morphologic boundary, thus the upper and’ lower boundary
belts may be indicated with 4000-4500m and 4000-3500m resprctively, The
isoline 1500m of the altitudes of the major river beds all pass through the
apexes of the three great meanders of the Yarlung Zongbo,Jinsha and Yaiong
Rivers,and they have been mostly located in the upper morphologic bountary
belt, .

2, The summit planes have formed from the last Late Miocenc to the
initial Pliocene and the plateau planes have been developed beginning 'g}ith the
Late Pliocene and ending of{ the Early Pleisticene,

3. The present continuuos morphologic boundary 1ound the southeastern
Plateau has been taken place and made futher advances maxnly in the pro-
cesses that the Plateau has. been wholly uplifted since the Middle Pleistocene,
with -a total uplift helght of about 2000m within the morphologw boundary
of the Plateau,

4, There have existed the old valieys.of the Jinsha River system to the
east of the boundary sector from the Gongga Mountain to 'Mtl Yulong,
However,when the plateau planes have been cut since the last Early Pleislo-.
cene,those major rivers gxcept the Dadu River. in the southeastern Plateau
have been arranged and 1n01sed over again by the neotectemc movements and
the fault actiowns,

5. Linking up of the Changjiang River and its flowing east into the sea
has been a major Quaternary geologic event related to a great number of
amphtude of the Plateau upheavel,and it has also been a main mark that
the Chaia’ centment relief of the lower west and the higher east parts before
~the' Late Miocene has been turned into oges of the higher west and the lower
east parts after phe.Eaﬂy Pleistqcene.

Key words morphologic bogntary; summit plane, major river bed, altitude

isoline,Jinsha River system '



