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Figure Hydrologic regionalization of the Hengduan Mogntainous Region
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Table Monthly and seasonal distribution of river runoff at representative stations in the Hengduan Mountainous Region
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HYDROLOGIC REGIONALIZATION OF THE
HENGDUAN MOUNTAINOUS REGION

Niong Yi Li Xiuyun Wang Yuzhi Zhao Chunian
(Institute of Geography, Chinese Academy of Sciences
& State Planning Committee)

- Abstract

In the Hengduan Mountainous Region, landforms are quite varied, there

is alternation of the mountains and rivers, Regions of lower and higher an-

nual runoff or annual precipitation are interlaced with one another. Higher

runoff (precipitation) are found in mountains while the lower are in the

valleys,

The seasonal distribution of runoff is uneven, The most abundant runoff

occurs in summer, But in spring the runoff is less abundant than in autumn,

In winter it is very little,

Two-level schemes of hydrologic regionalization are adopted according

to the annual runoff and seasonal distribution, The first-level is called hyd-

rologic region, based on the amount of runoff (expressed in annual runoff

depth),

The Hengduan Mountainous Region may be divided into the following 4

beits of runoff according to the distribution of annual runoff depth, i, e,, 1,
Belt of abundant runoff, with annual runoff depth >900mm, 2, Belt of ade-
quate runoff, with annual runoff depth 600—900mm, 3. Belt of normal runoff,

with annual runoff depth 200—600mm, 4, Belt of scarce runoff, with annual

W

runoff depth <200mm. A hydrologic region may be composed of 1—2 belts

of runoff, The composition of ome hydrologic region may be different from

the others,

#

tribution of runoff,

logic regions and T hydrologic subregions,

The second-level is called hydrologic subregion, based on seasonal dis-

Thus, the Hengduan Mountainous Region may be divided into 4 hydro-

Key words Hengduan Mountainous Region, hydrologic regionalization,

belt of runoff, dynamics of runoff
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