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Table The passage change of the Danjiang River
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Figure Sketch of passage change of the Danjiang River
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AN ELEMENTARY ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSES
OF PASSAGE SHORTENING IN THE DANJIANG RIVER

Hou Yongjian

(Institute of Chinese Historical Geography,

Shaanxi Normal University)

Abstract

- This p.aper, firstly, discusses the process of passage shortening in th;: Danji-
ang River in recent centuries and its causes frcm historical geography angle. Ac-
cording to research, itcomes to the conclusion that before 1938 the Danjiang pas-
sage was 396km(from the river mouth to Shang County), but now, the passage is
only 83km (from the river mouth to Shenming), That means the Danjiang River.
has been shortened to 320km since 1938, about 819% of the passage in history,

The causes of passage shortening in the Danjiang River are:

1. Because of the distortion of vegetation, loss of water and erosion of soil
are serious and the channel is silted up.

2. Because of the development of highways, the shipping unfrequented and
the quantity of water transport decreased. ,

3. Bécause of the construction of irrigating works, flow decreased and re-
sults in change of river-bed landforms.

Finally, detail discussions are made on the orientation of rational use and
the measures of shipping in the Danjiang River.

Key Words Danjiang River, channel silted, passage shortening, historical
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