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Enlightenment from International Mountain Research Projects
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Chinese of Academy of Sciences Lanzhou 730000 China)

Abstract: The key reason that international mountain research has made important progress is that a series of moun—
tain research programmes have been proposed and implemented such as the mountain hazards research programme.

The wide research vision and concern on key mountain issues exhibit their clear foresights. These programmes are
closely related to mountain development and have actively promoted multidisciplinary interaction and integration.

They attach great importance to the influence of global change on mountain systems to the change in ecological ad—
aptation of mountain vegetation and to the change of landscape patterns. The conservation of biodiversity under
changeable environment is especially stressed for example the management on mountain tourism landscape and re—
sources was included. Among the international long-term research programmes the Multi — Annual Work Pro-
gramme ( MAP) of the Alpine Convention is the most representative which is the earliest mountain research pro—
gramme and its research achievements have imposed significant influence around the world. Review on the progress
in international mountain research shows that spatial information technology and detection technology such as remote
sensing and Geological Information System ( GIS) are widely used in mountain research such as in the mountain
disaster alarming. China as a mountainous country can get enlightenment from these international mountain pro—
grammes and the most worthy to learn is to make mid—to long-+erm mountain research plans thus to promote the

development of basic theories of mountain research and to enhance their application values.

Key words: mountain; International research programmes; mountainous country, enlightenment



